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Lesson topic question 

Title:  How do 
modern-day 
crown court trials 
work?  
 
 

Title:  How were 
laws enforced in 
Saxon England? 
 

Title:  What 
changes did the 
Normans make to 
law and order in 
England? 
 

Title:  How were 
people punished 
in the early 
medieval period? 
 

Title: How were 
laws enforced in 
early modern 
England? 
 

Title:  Why were 
the Gunpowder 
Plotters treated so 
harshly? 
 

Title:  Why was 
there a sharp 
increase in 
witchcraft in the 
1640s? 
 

Title: What new 
crimes emerged in 
the early-modern 
period? 
 

Title:  How did the 
government 
respond to the 
new crimes? 
 
 

 
 

Knowledge & Skills 
development 

Change and Continuity  
  
A major focus of this unit is to understand what changes occurred in the 
justice system and in the nature of crime in this time period as well as 
considering what aspects have changed or changed little over the centuries.  
 

Cause and Consequence  
  
The other major focus is to consider why changes occurred in the justice 
system , in the nature of crime and the nature of law enforcement and what 
happened as a result of the changes. 

Assessment / 
Feedback 

Opportunities 

Formative Assessment  
Range of self and peer assessment (see full scheme) 

Summative Assessment  
Knowledge and understanding test on Crime and Punishment c.1000-1800 
 

 
Key Vocabulary 

 

 

Capital punishment       Exile       Hue and Cry       Hundreds     Kings Mund      Magistrate      Magna Carta     Oath     
Sanctuary        Shire Reeve       Treason       Trial by Ordeal         Weregild 

 

Literacy/Reading 
opportunities 

• Department reading book 

• Contemporary accounts  
 

 
Cross Curricular 

Themes 

• Role of the Christian Church in Crime and Punishment (R.E Year 8) 

• Shakespeare (for Tudor crime) (English Year 7) 

Personal 
Development 

(including British 
Values, RSE, 
Citizenship) 

• Link to human rights in PD/Citizenship 

• Due process of law in PD lessons (British Justice system Year 9) 

Career Opportunities • Law-focus on the role and purpose of prosecution and defence solicitors and barristers 

• Law enforcement-focus on the issues of not having a police force in this time period 

• Law enforcement-how the police find evidence in order to prosecute 

• Key roles in the justice system today such as working at the CPS and in the court system e.g court clerk. 


