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Happy New Year! Welcome back to our weekly newsletter. We hope all of our staff, students and fami-

lies had a wonderful Christmas and enjoyed the break. We were pleased to see all students returning to school this week,
despite the icy temperatures. As we enter into the Spring term, our year 13, year 11 and year 10 students draw closer to
the examination period starting and working hard in lessons to complete their studies. This half term we have our annual
Careers and Industry Fair, as well as our year 9 Options Evening for parents, carers and students. Our second Sixth Form
Open Evening takes place on Thursday 30 January where we will be able to share our exciting new pathways for 2025. We
look forward to the term progressing and hopefully, warmer temperatures beginning to embrace us.

Back to School
As we return to school from the Christmas break, we would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents
and carers of our standards and expectations in line with our Behaviour and Attitudes Policy. This week, all
students have received assemblies to remind them of such expectations, and staff have continued to complete
daily standards checks through form time. All students should arrive to school wearing full school uniform,
including a school bag. Students should have all the relevant equipment they need for their lessons, including
PE kits when appropriate. Trainers are not permitted to be worn in school (except during lunchtime when using
the field). Nails should be natural and free from all products. All devices are not to be used on site and
carbonated drinks are prohibited. Students will receive behaviour logs under ‘Standards and Expectations’
which will lead to sanctions should they not adhere to our policy. We ask all students to adhere to school life in

line with the Maghull High Way.
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‘ Aspire ‘ |

» Attend every day and
every lesson on time

* Wear full school uniform
worn smartly and with

pride
|
@ \

¢ Be fully equipped every
day for all lessons

f |

Attendance

* Be ready to learn and
listen to all instructions
— First time every time

&

o Stay engaged and always
try your best

&

* Take pride in your work
and achievements

AN

school community with
kindness, dignity and
respect

LY

* Move in a calm and
orderly manner taking
responsibility for the
school environment

L 765K

* Embrace all
opportunities that are
offered throughout the

school

Nut Free School

A polite reminder that Maghull High School is a
Nut Free School. Most school classrooms will
have at least one allergic pupil. To protect our
school community Maghull High School is en-
suring we are a Nut Free School.

We understand that some parents/carers have struggled to
make contact with school to report an absence due to busy
phonelines. When reporting your child’s absence, please email
attendance@maghullhigh.com so a member of the team can
get in touch.



Rewards and Recognition

Congratulations to this week’s Headteacher’s Award winners: Louisa, Jacob, Charlie, Maya Rae, Saskia
and Thira.

This term, in Gardening Club, we have
been working with the DT department
to make bug houses. We will then look
to paint them and place them around
the school gardens.

Last term, we planted a variety of bulbs
such as crocus, daffodil and iris bulbs
outside of our Sixth Form Centre. We Part one !
look forward to these blooming in . aking our bug "

Spring. " houses




Animal Encounters

To support their GCSE study of art and photography, students in year 10 were visited by some very special
guests this week...




Sixth Form Open Evening: Thursday 30 January

Maghull High Sixth Form Open Evening
Thursday 30 January: 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Come and visit our Sixth Form Centre to find out more
information about some of the exciting new pathways on
offer from September 2025!
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Year 9 Options Evening: Wednesday 12 February

Parents and carers of students in year 9 are invited to attend our Options Information Evening on Wednesday
12 February, 6pm-7pm. The evening will be held in the Howe Theatre and will provide parents and carers
with essential information regarding the options process, pathways and subjects available to choose.
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The Yorkshire & Humber
Children’s REGIONAL ORGANISED CRIME UNIT
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Social Media and
County Lines.

A briefing on how organised crime groups use social media to
groom and exploit young people.

There is information thal “one in four young people (24%) reported that they
see illicit drugs advertised for sale on social media — a significant figure
considering how recent a phenomenon this is.”

« Most common social media platforms used to advertise drugs are
Snapchat 56%, Instagram 55% and Facebook 47%.
« Most drugs are available with adverts viewed being Cannabis 63%,

Cocaing 26%, MDMA/Ecstasy 24%, Xanax 20%, Nitrous Oxide 17% and
Codeine/Lean 16%.

In Tha Children's Soclaty report “Counting Lives: Responding to Children Who Are
Criminally Explofted™ {July 2019) Practitioners mention young pecple are
approached through soclal media platforms to initialty engage in County Lines
models of exploitation. During Covid-19 restrictions, young people are spending
more time onling. There has been a national increase in perpetrators grooming
young people online via social media and online gaming sites for both sexual and
criminal axploitation.

Dnline Grooming = the a

Theare are many risks facing young peopke onling to be aware of. Anyone can adopt any
identity, young people can be manipulated 1o share information or mages online, constant
CONLECT freans tere 18 no escaps fof young people from thesr exploiter,
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Social Media and How It Can Be Used within the County
Lines context.

8 Largely media audiences are grown through developing a customer base and
encouraging young people or customers 1o share. Often “customers” are sharing on

8 Dealers can share “stories” 10 their followers but depending on the app, information
can be shared through geographical location.

8 Advertising occurs through sharing photos, videos or statuses showing money, new
drugs or when they are open for “business”. Use of hashtags on platforms such as
Instagram mean that individuals can search for specific terms inked 1o drug use and
can find an account to purchase from in minutes. Outright searches for drugs are
banned, however users can stil search slang that will go undetecied by Instagram.

B Emoji's are also used to mask and hide language that is linked to drugs, violence and
sexual activity online. Examples for selling drugs may be @ (buying “Snow”) @
(buying an 8™) or ¥ (purity of drugs).

B After finding an advert, buyers can then contact dealers directly by commenting on
their post or by using encrypled messaging services, Exchanges can then happen in
person or through postal delivery.

8 The design features on Social Media Platforms enables dealers 1o expand their
network and professionalise ther “business”. Functions like ‘suggested friends’ means
that there is an element of trust through acquaintance and young people are more
Mikely to accept requests with mutual friends.

8 End to end encryption on many platforms means that only the individuals sending and
receiving communication can see this. Some social media platforms also have time
Emits on when a message can be viewed making it more difficult to be able to capture
evdence.
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How can Parents, Carers or Professionals use Social
Media to protect their child?

& |f a young person is inked to online criminal activity, some essential information to
ewvdence:

8 Usemame

B App being used

8 QR code/barcode (Snapchat, this can be found by clicking the account detad
in the top left corner of the home screen,)

8 Ewvidence of content that is concerning. This can be through a screenshot or
taking an image from a different device. Screenshots on some apps like
Snapchat and Instagram alerts the original poster that a screenshot has been
taken and this can put someone at risk of further harm.

The
Children's

Society

B Some apps have functions that mean that messages or images shared are only visible
for a small penod of time or are only able 10 be opened once. The best way to record
this is through taking a pholograph of it from another device.

B Seek immediate advice from the local police, who have access 1o specialist resources
10 ensure that the evidence is recovered 1o allow for chidren 1o be safeguarded.

Further Information and Support.

® The National Crime Agency County Lines Website explain more about County
Lines and indicators of exploitation in your area, National Crime Agency County
Lings Information

B Safe 4 Me has details about support services nationally for young people impacted by
Child Criminal and Sexual Exploitation. They also have lots of information regarding
speciic forms of exploitation, understanding trauma, rights and the law and much
more. Safe 4 Me Support Services Information

8 The Safeguarding Network have helpful tips for understanding indicators of
exploitation and what may make a young person more vuinerable 10 being exploned.
The Safequarding Network Resources

8 The NSPCC offer guidance on understanding specific apps and platforms that young
people may be using on thewr Ngl-Aware website.
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Upcoming Event: Careers and Industry Insight Day

Advanced notice that on Friday 14 February we will be holding our annual Careers and Industry Insight Day for
students across year 8-13. This event takes place throughout the day in our school sports hall with each
company, industry and organisation set up with a stall each. Students are then able to attend and find out more
information about various career pathways. There will also be representatives from further and higher

education establishments taking part. If any our
business or career, we welcome any
information.

Staying Safe in Icy Weather

As temperatures continue to plum-
met, it is essential that all students
keep themselves safe, especially
around frozen water. Some top tips for
staying safe have been provided in the
graphic.

‘Friday Feels’
Every Friday, we will be brining the
school speaker into the canteen
where students can choose the songs

they love to listen to during lunchtime.

This is a great way to help kickstart
their weekend!

Dates for the diary

Monday, 6 January: All students return to school
Thursday, 23 January: Year 7 Parents Evening
Thursday, 30 January: Sixth Form Open Day
Thursday, 6 February: Year 8 Parents Evening
Wednesday, 12 February: Year 9 Options Evening

THE

DANGERS
FROZEN

WATER

TOP TIPS TO STAY SAFE
NEVER GO ON THE ICE

UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES

This includes attempting to rescue another person or
animal who may have fallen through the ice.

ONLY USE WELL LIT AREAS

Try to take walks in the daylight but if you must walk
in the evening, only use well lit areas and avoid
anywhere with water.

KEEP AWAY FROM THE EDGE OF THE WATER

Never go close to the edge or lean over to touch the
icellYou may over halance or trip and fall in.

eone does fall
s around to raise

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE SOMEONE FALL THROUGH THE ICE
Shout for *“HELP® and dial 999 or 112 if you can

DO NOT walk on to the ice to attempt a rescue

Shout to the person to “KEEP STILL® and offer reassurance.

If they are close enough, LIE DOWN TO AVOID OVERBALANCING and falling onto
the ice, and try to reach them with a tree branch clothing tied together

or anything else which can extend your reach.

If you cannot reach them, SLIDE SOMETHING which floats across the ice,
such as a plastic bottle or a football , so that they can hold on to it to stay

afloat whilst help is on the way.

If they are too far away, WALT FOR THE EMERGENCY SERVICES
and reassure the casualty from the safety of the bank.

parents or carers wish to take part to represent their own
additional support. Please email careers@maghullhigh.com for more

Every year children are at risk when they are
tempted to play on the ice formed on open
waters and adults find themselves at risk as they
attempt to save them. Over 50 % of ice related
drowning involved an attempted rescue of
another person or a dog.

Areas with frozen waters can be beautiful to

look at but they are also extremely dangerous.
Here are some useful tips to help you enjoy
these areas safely.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU FALL
THROUGH THE ICE
Keep calm and shout ‘help

Spread your arms across the
surface of the ice in front

| ‘w‘ of you
|
|
[ | Try to kick your legs and pull
| yourself out of the water and
[ on to the ice
|
|
|
|

( Warﬂing | Lie spreading your weight
| T - | s the surface and pull
| hinice | to the bank. you m:

|

d it easier to ro

limb out, wait for

s still as possible.

2ep e above the water,

press your arms by your side and keep
your legs together

Once you are safe, it is important

) that you go to hospital immediately
] for a check up

Sth'gWise

Friday, 14 February: Staff and students finish for half term (normal school hours).

Monday, 24 February: INSET Day.

Thursday, 27 February: Year 11 Parents Evening
Thursday, 6 March: Year 9 Parents Evening
Thursday, 3 April: Year 13 Parents Evening
Friday, 4 April: End of term



